For her husband Bill’s 70th birthday, Vera Harrill commissioned this 7 by 50-ft. mural

on one side of their barn.

Wife Gives Husband Barn Mural

Looking for something different to get your
spouse for a special day? How about a mu-
ral?

That’s what Vera Harrill did for her hus-
band Bill’s 70" birthday, when she commis-
sioned a 7 by 50-ft. mural on the south side
of their barn. As a hobby artist, Harrill knew
professional muralists, Linda Spencer and
Roberto Regalado, a married couple who
paint together through their business Laugh-
ingwell Studio (www.laughingwellstudio.
com).

The artists spent a lot of time with the Har-
rills before putting any paint on the wall.

“They took photos of the farm and asked
Bill what he wanted,” Harrill says. Bill
picked out his favorite Oliver tractor, dogs
Blue and Buster, and some of the animals
the Harrills raise on their 260-acre Lebanon,
Mo., farm.

It took the artists a few days to paint in
the sky and grass and fill in the details, in-

cluding Bill driving his Oliver tractor. They
spent about as much time doing prep work,
Harrill notes figuring out what to paint and
priming the wall.

Harrill notes she got a very good deal at
$3,000 for the mural. Prices will vary in dif-
ferent regions.

Murals don’t have to be huge, Harrill
points out. It can just be a small one around a
shed door or on the side of a chicken house.
The picture can be of whatever the person
enjoys: a quilt pattern for a quilter; cows for
a dairyman.

And if you want something permanent,
the side of a barn makes a good canvas.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Bill
and Vera Harrill, 23488 Highway N, Leba-
non, Mo. 65536 (ph 417 588-3768;www.leb-
anonartguild.org;  vharrill@embarqmaiol.
com).

David Hilty’s log splitter can handle wood up to 30 in. in dia. without having to put it

through the machine twice.

Powerful Machine
Splits Wood Six Ways

David Hilty’s 6,800-1b. wood splitter means
business. It splits a log in six pieces, cycling
in just 8 seconds thanks to its 80 hp, 4-cyl.
turbo Cummins diesel engine.

“With an operator and two laborers, it’s
possible to split more than four cords per
hour, and it can handle wood up to 30 inches
in diameter without having to put it through
the machine twice,” Hilty says.

The splitter is an upgrade from a 3,500-1b.
model that he built 30 years ago. It had a
23 hp, 4-cyl. Deutz diesel engine and split
wood into five pieces with an 11-second
cycle time.

The splitter is designed to be towed by a
ball hitch behind Hilty’s pickup. He some-
times takes it to steam and tractor shows to
be operated and displayed. Hilty says spec-

tators are impressed by the speed of the ma-
chine and its power to split large blocks.

A waist-high hydraulic table lift takes the
work out of handling big chunks. A 6-in.
cyl. with a 4-in. rod powered by a 40 gpm
hydraulic pump rams the wood into the 1
1/4-in. thick blades of the 20-in. dia. split-
ting wedge. After it’s split, the wood falls
behind the splitter, which is 6 1/2 ft. wide by
11 ft. long.

Hilty says the splitter cost between
$12,000 and $14,000.

“I don’t even burn wood,” he laughs, but
he plans to sell wood, which will pay for
coal for his furnace.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Da-
vid Hilty, 594 Rockville Rd., Spring Grove,
Penn. 17362 (ph 717 225-7242).

Gooseneck Cushlon Ball

“Imagine running on concrete with metal
shoes on. That’s what happens when you
tow a gooseneck trailer with a solid steel
hook up. Our new Shocker Cushion Ball is
like putting on a pair of soft running shoes.
It takes the bang, clang and much of the
fatigue out of pulling a gooseneck trailer,”
says Bob Sagen of Shockerhitch about his
latest new hitch.

Sagen is also manufacturer of the popular
“Air Shocker” hitches fitted with adjustable
air bags that take the jerks out of towing. His
premier air shocker gooseneck hitch sells for
$599 and has a 20,000-1b. towing capacity.
In contrast, the new Shocker Cushion Ball
hitch sells for just $119.95 plus S&H.

The new gooseneck ball has apolyurethane
bump cushion sandwiched between two steel
plates. When the tongue weight of the trailer
is added, the polyurethane compresses,
taking the weight. “The polyurethane serves
as a punching bag, absorbing road shock as
you go,” notes Sagen.

New Shocker Cushion Ball has a poly
bump cushion sandwiched between two
steel plates to make towing smoother.

He says the Shocker Cushion Ball helps
protect your trailer from fatigue and reduces
noise. The hitch ball assembly is designed
to drop into a B&W gooseneck socket.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Shockerhitch, Inc., P.O. Box 172, Arthur,
N. Dak. 58006 (ph 877 967-8577; www.
shockerhitch.com).
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Great Gift Ideas For Christmas

Buying gifts for farmers and ranchers is not easy.
But we’ve got some great ideas!

Gift Subscriptions: Do your friends a fa-
vor! You can give the “First Gift” to yourself
as a one-year extension of your own FARM
SHOW subscription, entitling you to give
reduced rate gift subscriptions to friends,
relatives, business associates, students, or
others. Each recipient gets a free copy of
the 168-page “Great Shop Ideas” book.

New! FARM SHOW On CD-Rom - 9th Edition:
Every issue of FARM SHOW ever published (through Vol. 33,
No. 4) appears on this “searchable” CD-Rom, which works
Magazine on any personal computer. New version has an improved
- “search” feature (see page 5 for details).

“Amazing Farm Inventions” DVD:
stories come to life! New DVD features 34 of the best “made
it myself” ideas from recent issues of FARM SHOW. You won't
believe your eyes when you see what’s on this 2-disc set.
Here are some of the stories featured on this professionally
produced DVD: Double Decker Mower; Plow
Rake; Combine Cutter; Nascar Snowblower;

“Best of FARM SHOW” DVD: This exciting set of 2
DVD’s features 50 fantastic farm inventions taken from our
best-selling “Best of FARM SHOW Videos”. Each 90-min. DVD
features 25 unique inventions born in farm workshops.

“Best Bargain In Farming”: Join thousands
of your fellow FARM SHOW readers who've already
ordered a copy (or copies) of our giant 482-page
“Encyclopedia of Made It Myself” ideas.
“best bargain in farming”, as one subscriber told us,
featuring more than 1,200 best ideas from previous

More FARM SHOW Books: These collections of information on specific
topics will provide hours of great reading, and might save you money or give
you an idea for a new on-farm enterprise. Topics include, “Money-Making Ideas
I Made My Own Tractor”, “Energy Saving
Ideas”, “How To Repower Anything”, and “Combines & Schoolbuses”.

Back Issues: Catch up on what you've missed! We still have approximately
160 back issues available from the past 33 years of FARM SHOW. You can
buy the whole set or just a year or two of individual issues.

To order, go to www.FARM SHOW.com,
or use the Order Form enclosed in this issue.
You can also call us at 1-800-834-9665.
MC, VISA, Discover accepted.
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