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Camels clear pastures of all woody brush.
Ranch, says camels eat 20 to 40 % more than a same-size cow.
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THEY PREFER BRUSH TO GRASS OR HAY

They Use Camels
For Brush Control

By Frank Buchman

Camels might be the best answer yet o
brush control on pastures, according to
William Koester, manager of the Hudson
Ranch near Manhattan, Kansas.

Koester has imported 18 young camels
from the wilds of Australia and turned them
loose on open ranch land to feed on the
brush that could otherwise take over pasture
land. “Camels prefer brush over grass.
Their diet consists of 80% brush and 20%
grass,” says Koester.

Camels have already proven to Koester
and ranch owner A.B. Hudson that they will
clean up undesirable woody plants. Hudson
has had 12 camels on a ranch he owns in
Missouri for some time and recently bought
6 more camels for his ranch in Kansas to
control mesquite, buckbrush, sumac, trees
and other woody plants,

Koester and Hudson first found outabout
the possibility of using camels to control
brushinanarticle in the Wall Street Journal.
“The USDA was funding rescarch with
camels in Las Crucis, N.M., so I contacted
the professor in charge of the project and
picked his brain about how the camels were
cating mesquite and other wood species in
their pastures.”

The professor put Koester in touch with
an exotic animal dealer from Indiana who
had just imported a 747 jet full of camels
from Australia. “The camels were in quar-
antine in New York so I worked out a deal
with him and ended up buying seven camels
in that first purchase for the ranch in Mis-
souri. Before long the camels were making
a noticeable difference in the condition of
the pastures so we went back to buy five
more,” says Koester.

The six camels most recently purchased
for the Kansas ranch are 2-year-olds and
weigh about 800 Ibs. each. There are five
cows and a bull in the group and they cost
about the same as a good cow or bull.

“They're trapped out of the wild, so the
main cost is the importing and quarantine
fees,” says Koester.

The camels were in quarantine for 30
days and tested seven times for all possible
discases. “They’recompletely healthy. You
can tell by looking,” says Koester.

While their native land is thousands of
miles overseas, camels adapt well 1o the
midwest, according to Koester. “We havea
shed for them to come into at the Missouri
ranch and they come in every night and then
go back out to graze in the moming. The
only thing that seems to bother the camels is
the rain. They usually won’t go out wheniit
rains.”

“Camels are very calm and they domes-
ticate casily. 1had them eating out of my
hand 24 hrs. after they arrived at the ranch,”
says Koester noting that the camels only
become mean if they're mistreated. They
are compatible with horses and cattle.

Koester says the camels clear pastures of
all woody brush and strip leaves from tree
branches up to 10 to 12 ft. for better grass
growth in timber and cattle loafing areas. A
camel will eat 20 to 40% more feed than a
Same-$ize Cow.

Although he says he still hasalot to learn
about camels, Koester says the main thing
tolook for when selecting acamel isahump
that's straight and well filled. “The humpis
where camels store fat and moisture. Ifit’s
off to one side, the camel is in poor condi-
tion,” explains Koester. “They are not re-
ceptive to any discases that I know of and I
plan to deworm them with a regular cattle
wormer.”

Camels continue to grow until they're 6
years old and can weigh up to a ton. They
live to age 40.

Story and photo reprinted from
GRASS & GRAIN, Manhattan, Kan.
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Editor’s Note: Most of what goes into Ag World siems from story ideas sent to us by
readers. This special section of FARM SHOW touches on the lighter side of farming and
ranching - everything from human interest stories, to unusual hobbies, to unique things

farm families are doing for fun or profit.

Ifyou've read or heard a good AE World type story &ou' dlike to share with others,

senditto: FARM SHOW, Box 1029,

ville, Minn. 55i
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The most popular toy Jergensen sells is a 1938 McCormick-Deering grain binder.

SCALE MODELS OF EARLY 1900°’S EQUIPMENT

Farm Toys Patterned
After “Old” Equipment

Tilford Jergenson, Starbuck, Minn., has
worked for years restoring 1900 - 1935 cra
farm equipment as a hobby. Now he and
partner Wes Torguson have started building
1/16 scale “collectibles” of the same equip-
ment.

“Dozensof manufacturers build farm toys
but so far as we know, no one else builds
toys of farm equipment used in the carly
1900's,” says Jergenson.

Their company, T.J. Vintage, offers 12
“collectibles”. They include grain binders,
corn binders, bull wheel-driven horse bind-
ers, threshing machines, grain swathers, hay
loaders, auto steer wagons, triple boxes, hay
racks, bale racks, draft horses and tractors.

All of the toys are built with authentic
detail, such as die-cast metal wheels or die
cast spoke wheels with rubber tires, spot-
welded metal, chains with wooden slats,
and belts (rubber binders). The draft horses
come complete with poles, evener and neck
yoke.

The most popular toy Jergenson sells is a
1938 McCormick-Deering grain binder that
sells for $65.

He makes seven different models of

threshing machines, including Deere, Inter-
national, Case, Woods Bros., Red River
Special, Bull City and Avery. “My favorite
is a McCormick-Deering threshing ma-
chine,” notes Jergenson, adding that thresh-
ers are the most difficult toy to make be-
cause they contain as many as 150 different
parts.

Jergenson's grain swather isa scale model
of a 9-ft. left or right-hand power take-off
swather with spoke wheels and rubber tires.
Grain and corn binders are also power take-
off models. Corn binders are available in
left or right hand cut.

Prices: Threshing machines, $155; grain
binders, $65; grain swathers, $39.50; corn
binders, $52.50; bull wheel-driven horse
binders, $75; hay loaders, $80; auto steer
wagons, $27.50; triple boxes, $17.50; hay
racks, $19.50; bale racks, $19.50; horses,
$35 apiece with harness; poles with evener
and neck yoke, $10; Deere A & G tractors,
$37.50; Farmall F-20 tractors, $55.

For more information, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, T.J. Vintage, Inc., Box
670, Starbuck, Minn. 56381 (ph 612 239-
4631).
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